89/25/2086 15:28 16315013526 PAGE 05/07 

RECEIVED 

GENTRA:. FAX CSiV'VS'H 
Amendments to the Claims §EP % 5 2006 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A surgical needle which comprises: 
a base portion having a root diameter; and 

a tapered end portion extending from said base portion to a pointed end, the 
tapered end portion defining at least a first and second region, whe?ei» the first region having an 
average taper ratio of approximately 2.76: 1 and the second region having an average taper ratio 
of approximately 5.65:1. 

2. (Original) The surgical needle according to claim 1 wherein the first region 
incorporates a length which is approximately 1/5 of the overall length of the tapered end portion. 

3. (Currently Amended) A surgical needle, which comprises: 

an elongated needle member including a base portion having a root diameter and 
a needle end portion extending to a needle tip, the needle end portion defining a non-linear 
tapered configuration and being devoid of edges, the needle end portion defining a first region 
adjacent the needle tip and a second region adjacent the first region, the first region having an 
average taper ratio less than about +W- 3_il , the second region having an average taper ratio less 
than about 43*^-6: 
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Claims 4-7 (Canceled) 

8. (Previously Presented) The surgical needle according to claim 3 wherein the first 
region incorporates a length which is at least about 1/5 of the overall length of the tapered end 
portion, 

9. (Previously Presented) The surgical needle according to claim 3 wherein the 
needle end portion defines a general parabolic configuration. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A surgical needle, which comprises: 

an elongated needle member including a base portion having a root diameter and 
a needle end portion extending to a needle tip, the needle end portion being devoid of an edge 
and defining a first region adjacent the needle tip and a second region adjacent the first region, 
the first region having an average taper ratio of less that about 3: 1 and the second region having 
an average taper ratio of less than about 6: 1 . 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The surgical needle according to claim 1 0 wherein the 

needle end portion defines a non-linear tapered configuration. 

12. (Previously Presented) The surgical needle according to claim 10 wherein the 
needle tip is pointed. 



3 



PAGE 617 ' RCVDAT 9I2MQQ5 4:26:18 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/13 * DN1S:27K300 * CSiD:16315013526 * DURATION (mm-ss);0146 



